Grace Lutheran Church

Rev. Matthew Zickler Sz

4101 Wolf Rd N u u u s
Western Springs, IL 60558

(708) 246-0536
gracelutheran.ws@gmail.com 2 o 2 6
grace.lutheran.pastor.ws@gmail.com

grace-lutheranws.org

Dear Saints of Grace,

Over the last three newsletters, I have talked about the occasions that fall at the end/after the end of
the Easter season: the Ascension, Pentecost, and today we’ll look at Trinity Sunday.

Trinity Sunday is when we reflect upon the nature of our God as one, but one God in three persons.
In other words, this 1s when we celebrate that our One God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. As we
associate this with the Creed, we say that the Father created, the Son redeemed, and the Spirit
sanctifies (that is makes us holy). When we say this, it is not to say that the Son and Spirit were not
present in the creation of the universe (they were, see Genesis 1:1-3, the Son being the Word—
“And God said...”—as John describes in John 1:1). That is also not to say the Father and the Spirit
had no part in redemption (they did, they just didn’t die for us as the Son did). And the same for
sanctification. However, this division in this way helps us to understand how this Trinity works.
Something important with that, though, is to understand that it’s not like the One God just puts on
“masks” of a sort and so looks different in each act (creation, redemption, sanctification). There are
three distinct persons. However, this is not three gods, but one God. Also, each person is not 1/3 of
God. Each Person is God. But the Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Spirit, and the Spirit is
not the Father. Are you confused? That’s OK. What we celebrate this day is that this is a mystery.

However, as I describe the One God in three Persons, I often think it’s helpful not only to under-
stand that the Father creates, the Son redeems, and the Spirit sanctifies, but their roles in relation to
each other. The Father sends the Son. The Father and the Son send the Spirit. Then the Spirit
reveals Jesus to us. Jesus reveals the Father to us. That is, the Spirit gives us faith through the Word
to believe that very Word which tells us about Jesus as God in the flesh of man sent to carry our
sins to the death they deserve in His body on the cross. Through the work of the Spirit in the Word,
we believe that Jesus died for our sins. The Spirit reveals Jesus to us. Then as we see Jesus, we see
the Father. We see the love the Father has for us in this cross. As the Word tells us that the Father so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, we see what kind of Father He is, loving us to
His very core. The Son reveals the Father to us.

So, then, we can see these three and their work. But again, how are these three also One? They all
share in the Divine Substance, as we say of Jesus. He is of “one substance with the Father.” So
there is truly one God. But He is truly three persons. How does that work? You know my answer:
“I dunno.” But it does, and it’s mysterious, just as God should be in view of His greatness.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Pastor Zickler
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‘ From the Women’s Club ‘

UPCOMING EVENTS

Women’s Club is hoping you will join them in supporting the BEDS
Plus program in our community. We will be sponsoring several
collections throughout the coming year to give to those in need.

Our first collection drive will be from July 5 through July 26. What
are needed are school backpacks — new or gently used — boys and
girls, kindergarten through high school.

A donation box will be in fellowship hall for your drop off. If, for
some reason, you cannot get to a store to make a purchase, a dona-
tion jar 1n 1s the church office. Just deposit your cash or check (make
payable to Women’s Club) and we will make a purchase for you.
With your help and support we can do this.

Coming up in our September collection will be new socks and under-
wear. More information on this will follow in the bulletins and
newsletter.

Thank you for your support. Grace Women’s Club
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Please keep in mind that the church’s gardens can always
use weeding, watering, trimming, sticks picked up, & other
maintenance

Any time you can help with these duties will be
greatly appreciated!!!

We share a yard waste tote with the Zicklers & can be found
on the northside of the church property or at Zicklers’

SCRIP orders will be taken on
Sunday, July 12 & August 9
after the Service. Questions? Please

call Sara Fitzgerald
708-822-8094
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Our church picnic this year will be on

Sunday, August 30

immediately following the 10am
service.

Games and fun for everyone

A great day for Christian
fellowship

INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS!!!

BECAUSE . .
Summer Book Discussion

JES U at 7:00pm

TAUGHT [y

I ,\2‘."”. Wednesday, July 29"
(Chapter 5)

Wednesday, August 26™
(Chapters 6 & 8)
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Grace Lutheran Church
Voters Assembly
June 14, 2026

Our meeting opened with prayer followed with the reading of the February minutes. The
minutes were approved as read. We welcomed two visitors: Pat Toner and Sue Walter.
MOTION: to accept Jim and Lesley Blessman as voting members. PASSED

Pastor’s Report: There will be a second round of voting for Synod president so

Pastor and Bob Dame need to submit their votes soon. Pastor and family will be on vacation
starting dJune 28 and then Pastor will be attending the convention in Phoenix July 18 through
July 23",

Trustees Report: Nothing to report

Board of Christian Education: Nothing to report

Elders Report: Each member of the church is assigned to an elder as a go to person if need
be and they will be sending out informational letters soon. Also, the bibles for the pews
have arrived and will be placed into pews in the next few weeks.

Evangelism Committee: The committee has met and are working out plans and details
on how to engage in our community, what different opportunities might be available and
how to connect with the surrounding schools and colleges. They have also set August 30 as
the date for this year’s picnic. They are committed to encouraging strong congregational
support.

Financial Secretary’s Report: Giving for May 2026 was $29,406.00 leaving us under
budget by ($627.00). Tim Schlie has come up with other sources that might lower the cost
for the draperies and will pass this information on to the committee.

Continued->
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Treasurer’s Report: Beginning balance as of January 1, 2026, was $104,325.47;
disbursements January through May totaled $105,448.70. $5,000.00 was transferred to
checking from the Legacy Fund leaving a balance on hand as of May 31, 2026, of
$93,855.87. A financial analysis was presented showing that even though giving has
improved by 17.9%, expenses have also risen. What we do not want to happen is our
deficit to become out of hand.

Planning Committee: The new time capsule is on display in the church library and
the original corner stone has been replaced into the wall. Since the committee under-
stands the need to plan for the future of Grace, we invited our representative from LCMS
Foundation, Zach Tsiodoras, to a meeting where he encouraged us to consider investing in
the foundation and all it offers to us. Discussion from the voters followed and included
several other ways to possibly contribute such as Thrivent and Thrivent Choice Dollars,
LCEF, reminding people to include the church in their estate planning and even having
RMD’s deposited directly into the church. In conclusion, it was suggested that Zach
come for a presentation in the near future.

Old Business: Nothing to report

New Business: Nothing to report

As there was no further business, the meeting adjourned with the Lord’s prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Judy Josefek, Secretary
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Grace Lutheran Church

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER'S REPORT
May 31, 2026

OPERATING
FUNDS

LEGACY
FUNDS

BUILDING
FUND

TOTAL
ALL
FUNDS

Balance - January 1, 2026 38,065.67

57,302.88

8,956.92

104,3256.47

Receipts - January 1_through May 31, 2026
Checking account deposits 93,053.00
Interest Income 226.63

93,053.00
877.29

Total 93,279.63

93,930.29

Disbursements - January 1 through May 31, 2026
Checking account disbursements 105,448.70
District and other missions

105,448.70

Total (105,448.70)

{105,448.70)

Transfers to checking account 5,000.00

Increase in valuation of mutual fund

{5,000.00)

1,048.81

1,048.81

Balance - May 31, 2026 30,896.60

53,882.21

9,077.06

93,855.87

Detail of Account Balance
Checking account 18,896.60
Certificates of deposit 12,000.00
Money Market accounts at Edward Jones
American Balanced Fund - mutual fund

41,400.40
12,481.81

9,077.06

18,896.60
12,000.00
50,477.46
12,481.81

Total 30,896.60

53,882.21

8,077.06

93,855.87

Comments
Certificate of Deposit mature in October 2026.

2024 Keil Bequest included in Legacy Fund balance.
To be used as needed.

30,000.00
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July Anniversaries!

July Birthdays!
Anastasia Brown
Robert Kulat
Judy Latman Angie & Tim Schlie
Lois Flood 7/10/1999
Ruth Reid Sue & Tony Napolitano
Joey Keeler 7/15/1961

Judy & Steve Latman
7/8/1989

Evelyn & Del Hermann
7/27/1975

Rosemary & Bob Blessman
7/28/2001

Cindy & Ken Brandt
7/29/1989

August Birthdays!
Amanda Lazaro 8/9 August Anniversaries!
Annabelle Enright  8/10 Jessica & Pastor Zickler
Kimberly Kalata 8/11 8/9/2003
Danica Brown 8/11
Lin Johnson 8/12
Mateo Tovar 8/19
Ian Fitzgerald 8/22 Betty & Bill Tanzer
Lillian Winkelman 8/23 8/23/1997
Brian Brown 8/26

Rachel & John Picek
8/12/1989

Laurie & Mark Ulrich
8/26/2000
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Keeping you in our thoughts and prayers

Jean Albert, friend of Lois Flood

Bill Bien, friend of Linda McGuire

Ann Bissell, friend of the Stetler Family

Kate Borland, cousin of Bob Blessman

Nancy & Kent Cloninger

Jerry Cohen, husband of Tracy Cohen

DiStazio Family, friends of the Stetler Family
Blake Donegan, grandson of Lois & John Flood
John Donegan, friend of Lois & John Flood
Gary Domzalski, friend of Pat Schlueter

Tyna Eggert

Richard Flatley, Vietnam Veteran - WS Post
John Flood

Christine Fry, daughter-in-law of Betty & Bill Tanzer
Arlene Gilbert, mother of Tracy Cohen

Marvin Griffin, friend of Pat Schlueter

Carol Hager, mother-in-law of Kerry Mikkelsen
Esther Harrison, grandmother of Chris Enright &
Angie Schlie

Marilyn Haslam, friend of Lois & John Flood
Joanne Hass, mother of Glen Hass

Dale Hemminger, friend of the Claster Family
Nancy Henry, friend of Paul Sulak

Bonnie Jakubs, friend of Linda McGuire

Dan Kaiser, friend of the Claster Family

Bob & Peggy Keeler

Nancy & Ron Kolar

Kooy Family, friends of Eleanor Kulaga

Eleanor Kulaga & Family

Chris Lange, son of Cheryl Dore

Steve Latman

Josh Long, family member of Jessica Zickler

Joe Lucarelli, friend of Pat Schlueter
Allison, Rachel, Robin, Jamie, & Rose, nieces of Chris &
Bob Dame

Michael Martinez, step-nephew of Pastor Zickler

Bruce Mazurkiewicz, cousin of Tyna Eggert

Rod Mclnerney, friend of Pat Schlueter

Rich McLaughlin, friend of Marilyn & Gary Clausen
Melucci Family, friends of the Krohe Family

Mabel Charlotte Mercer, grand-niece of Kerry Mikkelsen
Shannon Miller, friend of Lesley Arca-Blessman
Steve Miller, friend of John Mullarkey

Lisa Mullarkey

Frank Napolitano, brother of Tony Napolitano
Tony Napolitano

Noland Family, friends of Meg Krohe

Levi Olson, cousin of Paul Sulak

Linda Parlin, sister of Carol Hassel

Ron Pencek, cousin of Linda McGuire

Mike Perkins, friend of Linda McGuire

Phyliss, friend of Pat Schlueter

Rachel Picek

Jiirgen Pietzsch, cousin of Jennifer Claster

Quintin Family, friends of the Stetler Family

Dorothea Rehn, mother of Mark Rehn

Christopher Rinchiuso, friend of the Schlueter & Claster Families
Bonnie Robinson, friend of Chris Dame

Kurt, Kimmey, & Adam, family of a friend of Pastor’s

Brian Stetler, brother of Chris Stetler

Dave Stetler, father of Chris Stetler
Kathy Strankowski, friend of Pat Schlueter

Lynn Sullivan, friend of Marilyn & Gary Clausen

Doris Svec

Noah (Picek)Tovar, g.granddaughter of Lois & John Flood
Athey Ulrich

Tina Weaver, friend of Mark Rehn

JB, John & Johnny Weiffenbach,cousins of the SchlueterFamilies

Pat Williams, friend of Doris Svec
Sara Wilson, friend of Chris Enright

Nancy Wolff, sister of Tyna Eggert

Jessica Zickler

Please remember our shut-ins in your
prayers
Eleanor Kulaga

Suzette Olszewski




