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Walter A Rochrs
June 27, 1926 - Jaavary 12,1930

Qriginal Church—J anuaryl?th;1926 toSeptember 9th, 1951.

IN THE BEGINNING

The first divine service of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Western Springs, lllinois, was conducted by the Rev. Theophilus
William Strieter in the Public School of Western Springs on the eve-
ning of June 26, 1925. The service was the realization of Pastor
Strieter's missionary zeal, It was his personat conviction that Western

| Springs presented a field which promised a flourishing Lutheran
i congregation. Others also held this hope and among them were

several Western Springs’ families who attended Zion Lutheran
Church of Hinsdale, lllinois, which Rev. Strieter was then serving as
pastor. They rendered him their support and with Lutherans from
neighboring churches, as well as some strangers, they attended the
first service in the Western Springs Public School (now Grand
Avenue School)

At the end of the summer, a Sunday School was organized in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Louis H. Winkelman at 4384 Central Avenue,
Western Springs, Mr. Winkelman served as superintendent.

On September 2, 1925 the Lutheran Mission Circle of Western
Springs was organized in the Winkelman home. Mrs, L. Wilke be-
came the society’s first president and Mrs. C. Luebs, the secretary and
treasurer. A charter and present member of Grace, Mrs. Ruth Keil
joined immediately and in April of the nextyear, 1926, became presi-
dent, replacing Mrs. Wilke who became ill and resigned. In March
1926 the society became Grace Lutheran Mission Circle (and in
February 1960 changed the name to Grace Ladies Circle)




Encouraged by the progress made, and also because of the unsuit-
able circumstances for public worship, Grace Lutheran Church was
officially organized on November 15, 1925. The first move of the
newly organized congregation wasthe purchasing #fground for the
building of a church on the southeast corner of East Bouleyard (Wolf
Road) and 41st Street at a cost of $2,300.00.

After the service on November 15, 1925, a business meeting was
held. Reporting for the lot committee, Mr. Wilke stated that a down
payment of $200 had been made onthe lot, thatthe entire price of the

" lot was to be $2,300, that $1,500 in time loans without interest were
extended by several members and that the local bank would loanthe
rest of the necessary money. The constitution, as drawn up by Pastor
Strieter, was read and carefully explained. It was accepted as written
on the opening pages of the first official record book. All those who
accepted it inscribed their names as members of Grace Lutheran
Church, Western Springs, Illinois.

Dates are not recorded with the s;gmtues , but it seems sccurste that the
original signers were - in this order:

1. Lowls H. Winkelman Lillian Hagewan

2, .Louls F. Wilke Lydia Kell

3. D. H, Hageman Ruth Piehl
Reinhold Weumsnn Anna Winkelman
Edward W, Neumann Charles Luebs
Carl Piehl Sophie Neumenn
Mrg. F, W, Hahn Karen G. Jacobson
Lulu Luebs 17, Barney Jacobson
(lars Wilke -

"he next signers were Joseph and Lillian Stapleton and Mrs. Schob,
-eceived, as voting members on December 13, 1926,

‘he Preamble of the first Constitution stated: :
tainea it is the will of our lord snd Mester that all things
enould be donme decently and in ovder (L Cor. 14,k0), we, the
nembers of the Grace Lutheran Church at Western Springs, Iil.,
get Torth the following prineiples and reguletions which shall

guide us in our church affairs.”




FIRST CHURCH IS DEDICATED ON
JANUARY 17,1926

Thefirst divine service was conducted on Christmas Eve, December
24,1925 in the new house of worship just six months after the first
service was held in the public school. Because of the extreme handi-
cap of worship, exception was made to the general rule and this first
service was held before the church was officially dedicated. Through
the devotion and dedication of the charter members, the fast con-
struction work, and the assistance of neighboring congregations and
friends, the congregation was able to dedicate the new church on
January 17,1926,

Pastors Strieter and C. Abel of Elmhurst conducted the dedicatory
serviceat 3P.M. inthe afternoon and Pastor A.D. Wangerin of Irving
Park (for Pastor Alex Ullrich of LaGrange who was ill) preached at
the evening service. Zion Lutheran Choir of Hinsdale and St.J ohn's
Lutheran Cholr of LaGrange assisted in the services.

Assisting Pastor Strieter, in conducting the services in the new
church, were several students of theology, among them Waiter R.
Roehrs who was then doing post-graduate work at the University of
Chicago. OnMarch 18,1926, the congregation extended its first call
to him as resident pastor. (Pastor Strieter was preaching on Sunday
evenings twice a month and Walter Roehrs the other Sunday morn-
ings. Sunday School was held each Sunday at 9:30 AM.) Candidate
Roehrs accepted the call and on June 27,1926, one year after the
first service held by the congregation, he was ordained and installed
at an impressive service conducted by his father, the Rev. H. Roehrs
of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Proviso.

The first baptism recorded in the congregation was that of Wendell
Ulrich on June 6, 1926. He is still an active member of Grace.

Under the leadership of Pastar Roehrs the congregation flourished
and grew in number. It was at this time that the Mission Board of the
Notrthern Illinois District granted the congregation’s request for fi-
nancial assistance. Pastor Roehrs was keenly interested in a Chris-
tian Day School for the children of the congregation but since cir-
cumstances did not permit this, he made arrangements with St.
John's Lutheran School of L.aGrange for the training of the children
there. A young people's society was also crganized,

AtameetingonMarch12,1928 aresolution was adopted that Grace
officially join the Missouri Synod.

On January 12, 1930 Pastor Roehrs preached his farewell sermon
to the congregation he had served faithfully for three and one-half
years. He accepted a call to teach Hebrew and German at St. Paul's
College at Concordia, Missouri.




GRACE ENGLISH LUTH-
ERAN CHURCH
(lor. Bast Blvd. and d1st Strect
Rev. W. R. Roehrs, A, M., Pastor
Phone Western Springs 1202

L

1381 Centyal avenus,
_D-—-—

Divine services: 10:4b6 a. nu

Sunday school: 9:30 a. m.

Sermon on Sunday: “Unanswered
Prayers.”

The Y. P. 8. has planned a hike on
Saturday, Sept 22,

The Mission circle will visit the
Industrial school for boys and girls
at Addison on Wednesday, Sept. 19
in_place of having its regular social
meeting at the church. Cars will
leave the church at 10:30 a, m. Al
ladies arc welcome.

¢
GRACE CHURCH HOLDS |
THIRD ANNIVERSARY

1l ’ thiupeh celebmted]
ity third birthday Wednesday, Oct. 11,
with o party at the church. The
ludies' aid were the sponsors, Sixty
were present, including friends from ;
Hinsdale, LaGrange and Brookfield.:
Gdames were played and prizes award-
ed.

Refreshments p{ sandwiches,ﬁ cake
and coftee were served. Tr‘n/,lf:";‘iw/"? fa1

There will be a specinl meeting of
the congregation on Tuesday even-
ing, at 7 p. m. to receive the report
of the organ commitiec.
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On December 30,1929, the second call of the congregation was ex-
tended to Rev. Herman Christian Seitz, who was then serving St.
Paul's of Ponchatoula, Louisiana. On February 9,1930 he was in-
stalled by the Rev. Ernest Kavasch of Westmont, assisted by Rev.
Alex Ullrich of LaGrange, president of the Northern [llinois District,
and Rev. Otto Heerwagen of Immanuel Church of Proviso.

The progress which marked the first years of the congregation’s ex-
istence continued because of the faithful work of members of the
church. Through the years the Mission Circle continued to play an
important role in the activities of the church. A Mer’s Club was or-
ganized. A regular choit was organized and continued to assist in
beautifying the church services. Grace Lutheran Day School was
opened in September 1933. The first five grades were included in
the curriculum. Higher grades were added in the subsequent years.
The Educational Society gavethe school devoted suppertfinancially
and morally. Pastor Seitz taught the school for more than ten years.

W G.Seitz
February 9, lzégé'n-Dacembor 18,1945

fhe Tenth Anniversary was celebrated on January 26, 1936 with a special
service at 3 p.m. Rev. T. W. Strieter, who had moved to Evanaville,

Indisna, and Prof, Walter Roehrs preached the sermons at the two services

of the day. Grace Choir, under the direction of William Bresters accompanied
by Mise Carolyn Winkelman sang.




LUTHERAN CHOIR b
ORGANIZED FOR YEAR

Rehearsals Are Started by
Win. Bresters, Director,

for Faster Cantata
amy

w8 Tz 1135

The choir of Grage Lutheran chureh
was organized in its last meeling
with 1. H: Winkelman as chairman
of meetings; Mrs. B. Jacobsen as sec-
retary-treasurer; and Miss Elonor
Rath as librarian.

For several weeks the choir hay
rendered heautiful and appropriate
selections under the direction of Wil-!
liam Bresters, with Miss Carolyn;
Winkelman accompanying at the:
piano. The vutstanding work of the,
choir was the presentation on the
Sunday before Christmas of “Yuletidc{
Memorics, " a Christmas cantata. i

Rehearsal of an Easter cantata will,
soon begin in addition te the study:
of selections appropriate for the:
T.enten season. !

The Boys’ chorus which took part

in the Christmas ecantata is to be
merged inte a larger junior choir:
consisting of boys and girls. They!
will rehearse on Saturday afterncons

REUNION SERYICE
AT GRAGE CHURGH

|
|
|
]
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Five Confirmation Classes to
March in Procession on

Sunday Evening

—
W.S Tomz ™ 4 2625
The annuzl reanion service will be

held at Grace Lutheran church in

Western Springs Sunday, April 28, at

$p.m. The Rev. H. C. Seitz, pustor

of Grace church, will preach the ser-
mon.

. The last jive confirmation elagues
Cwill march in the processional, A

el call will he taken  ineluding
i.-\-lf'mci Brophy, - Helen  Winkelman,
sGlenn Ulrich, Hobert Kohlinan, 1o--
cman  Rath, Ruthv Graehling,  Lois|
| Hahn,  Jeuanetle  Tlageman, Ruth
;Maves. Glenn  Mayn, Klonor Rath,
i Norman Ulrieh, Kimma Winler, Mary

}Bmphy, and Dorothy Hahn.

i Aduits conlirmed during the Jast
i five years include Waller Mayo, John
Edwards, Iva Bandelow, Charlotie’
 Bandelow, lrene  Possehl, Wiiliam '
Bresters, Mrs, Willlam Bresters, and’
Leslie Nicklin,

under the direction of My, Bresters. l

A parsonage was purchased in 1939 at 4041 Johnson Avenue at a
purchase price of $5,565 and the final payment was made in 1944,
The final payment was made on the mortgage held on the church
and land in1942. The congregation became self-supporting in1944,
no longer needing District support.

Grace Women's Club was formed in 1944, its constitution was ap-
proved by the voting assembly in December 1945,

Looking to the future needs of the congregation, the 80 foot lot

adjoining the 90 foot lot on which the church was located was pur-
chased at a cost of $1,353.

The congregation was shocked by the sudden death of Pastor Seitz
onDecember 18,1945 atthe age of 4l years.  He suffered a heart
attack in the midgt of Drebarations for the Christmas
season . The funeral service was held al the church on
December 20, 1945,




The Rev. Randolph E. Mueller, who was serving a church in Colum-
bus, Indiana, was called on April4,1946 and was installed at an after-
noon service on May 19,1946, followed by areception atthe Village
Club in Western Springs. He served Grace untit May 26,1949 when
he accepted a call to the congregation at Spencer, Wisconsin.

Plans for a new building were progressing. A “New Building Fund”

was set up in 1948 and in 1949 the building was renovated. A new

organ and pews were purchased. The Chtistian Day School was
discontinued.

Randd W E. Muetler
Mo 9, 185 -Hoy 26,194

he 25th snniversary of the Pounding of the congregatlion was celebrated on
ovember 12, 1950 in two gpecial services. The founding pestor, the Rev. T. W.-
trieter of Chlcego preached at the 11 a.m, service and ‘the first pastor of
race, Prof, Walter Roehrs of Concordia Seminary, St: Louls, preached at the

+ p.m, service, A dianer followed at the Village Club in Western Springs.

The Rev. ArthurE. Bohimann of West Point, Nebraska was called on
October 10,1949 and installed on November 13,1949. A new Steer-
ing Committee and a new Building Commitfee wete established in
June of 1950 tocontinue plansforanew building. Estimatingthe cost
0f$85,000, committments were secured fromthe ChurchExtension
for aloan of $25,000 at 1% plus aloan of $50,000 at 4% for 10 years
from the Aid Assoctation for Lutherans. The estimated cost was
revised upwardin1951to $120,000. A bid of $139,000 wasreceived
in August of 1951for the plansas drawn up.Thesewere moedifiedtoa
cost 0f$125,000 with constructiontobeginin September.(Indune of
1951 there was $§30,000 on hand in the building fund) The ground-
breaking service was held on September 9, 1951. Since the new
churchwastobebuiltonthesame site as the old church,immediately it E. Bablmonn
after the ground—breaking the building was moved to the southeast Nevasiber 13, (949 - May 11969
corner of Burlingtonand Central AvenuesinWestern Springs where

it has been used ever since as the meetingplaceotthe local American

Legion Post.




| Wins i{oncr
For Story of
'Late Church’

An unusnal feature trestment of
a stary of the moving of the Grace
L. “an church to its new location
for .¢ as a Legion hall recently.
wor recoguition for Judy Steffen |
of % sstern Springs, a sixth grade
stuss it at McClure sehool, as “Re-
por.c. of vhe Week” on the achool
tire © program aver WLS.

I.dy, the ll-year-old daughter
of dir. and Muvs. Robert F. Steifen,
4107 Linden ave., wrote an article
entitled “The Church That Was
Late.” The story was read over
WLS Monday, Oct. 22, after it was
gelected from among many articles
gubmitted fo the station from sixth
grade boys and girls throughout .
the middlewest.

Here's the human interest story.
which won henors for Judy:

Church services and Sundey School
new church was under construction

You have heard of peopls who
are late to church -but have you
ovar heard of a church that was
late?

The Grace Luthesan Church of '
Western Springs was a day late
last week. Smce the congregation !
had decided to build & new chureh
‘he olé church building was solri
1o the American Legion, who start-
ad having it moved on OUctober 10,
1951, hey were to cross the
Burlington railroad tracks in the
worning of that same day. Buk’
trouble started. ]

Tirgt the church got caught be-
tween two irees, and then hig trea
limbs spreading over the street
held it back until the limbs were
sawed off,

The Fttle chuced finally reached
the railroad tracks about three
hlocks away, at 8 o'clock that
vight. At 10 o’clock in the morp-
ng on the next day it crossed the
vacks o1 the wav in t's new home

st onerday late, |

P o/ TTRT T TR Lo L

were held at McClure School gym while the
approximetely 18 months. Confirmetion

clagses were held in one of the classrooms at McClure School and all meetings

were held in the homes of members.
the afterncon of March 23, 1952;~
Lutheran Church, Chicago, and the
District preached the sermon.

The Cornerstone-laying Service was held on
the Rev, Theodore Nickel, pastor of Jehovah
Pirst vice-president of the Northern Tllinois




" The New Grace Lutheran Church

ey

i e

Forty-first Street and Wolf Read,
Western Springs, [llinois

REev. A. E. BosCwmann, Pastor |
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Ground Breaking Ceremony next

to the old church bullding on
September 9; 1951. Bill Mueller,
Chairman of the Bullding Committee
and Rev. Arthur Bohlmann.

Ioule "Pop" Winkelman, who helped
organize Grace cecngregation and
Sunday School in his home in 1925
with Pastor Arthur Bohlmann.

T ey )
¢+ {race Sutheran Cu
Hev ALDOHLNANN, Fuarey
SUNEAY SCHOIL D9Gan |
DIVIHY SEAVICES
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The new church building in progress. A Cornerstone
Laying Service was held March 23, 1952. I% is on the
northwest corner of the church dated 1952 and contains
a metal box holding a Bible, church papers, list of
names of members and Sunday Schocol students.




Grace joined withother churchesin theareaind anuaru 1951 tnheain the West Towns
Daily Chapel—conducted ona LaGrange radio sta tion, WTAQ, each weekday morning

at cost then of $2.25 per week per church. Ten churc?es participated. ’

Present Church—Dedicated February 15th, 1953.

NEW CHURCH 1S DEDICATED ON
FEBRUARY 15,1953

On February 15,1953, the new church building was dedicated to the

glory of God. The rite and morning service were conducted by the Rev.
‘Arthur E. Bohlmarnm, pastor. Inthe afternoona Festival servicewas held
and the Rev. Dr.John W. Behnken, president of theLutheran Church—
Missouri Synod preached. The total cost to completethe new church
was $175,000.

Festival serviceswere held ontheanniversaries ofthededication.Onthe
first anniversary, Student Ralph A. Bohlmann preached the sermon; on
thefifth, the Rev. Arthur Werfelmann, president of the Northern [llinois
District preached; and on the tenth in 1963 the Rev. Theodore Nickel

preached. _ 1

On September 20, 1953 the 25th anniversary of the ordination of
Pastor Bohimann was celebrated at an evening service and recep-

tion.

A vesper service and reception was held on Qctober 13,1957 to honor
Ralph Bohlmann, son of the pastor, who had graduated from Con-
cordia Serminary, St. Louis, and was the first from Grace Church to
complete preparation for the ministry. His brother Victor A.Bohlmann
was ordained into the ministry on June 25, 1961 in an ordination ;
service at 430 P.M. |




FINAL PAYMENT ON MORTGAGE IS
: MADE ON OCTOBER 8, 1961

On October 8, 1961 the final payment on the mortgage of the new
church building was marked with a “Debt Retirement Thanksgiving
Service” and a special offering on that day for the Church Extension
Fundthat others might thus be aided in the building of new churches.
In November of 1961 the parsonage at 4041 Johnson was deeded
toPastorBohimann.

The property to the south of the church parking lot was purchased
in February 1965 for $23,000.1t included a house which was rented
for several years, but razed in 1970 preparatory fo adding to our
parkingfacilities.

The 40th Anniversary of the congregation was celebrated in 1965,
using the theme "Thanking God for 40 years of Crace - A Mission
Opportunity in our Midst." As & tangible expression of mlssion
outreach, $4,000 was given to the Northern Illinois District Church
. Extension Fund to aid in the establishment of new congregetions
throughout the dlstrict and the members participated in canvassing
and youth contact with a newly-formed mission in Hempton Park.

Devid Keil and Arthur Winkelmen, whose families: were charter meubers,
were active on that commities.

A Casavant Pipe Organ was installed in 1968 with remodeling
necessary in the rear of the narthex. The balcony was extended to
accommodate the organ and pipes. Two cryrooms and a washroom
were added. The total cost for the organ and remodeling was
$50,000.
ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT By THOMAS E. GIESCHEN

SUNDAY, MAY B, 1268 4:00 P.M.




On August 21,1968 the congregation took part in the celebra-
tion of Pastor and Mrs. Bohlmann’s 40th wedding anniversary. On
August 25th at an afternoon service, the 40th anniversary of his
ordination was celebrated by the congregation. His gans, Dr. Ralph
Bohlmann of Concordia Seminaty, St. Louis, and Prof. Victor
Bohlmann of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, lllinois assisted in
the service; the Rev. ErwinPaul of Forest Park preached the sermon.

Pastor Bohlmann retired from full-time ministry on May 1, 1969.
The congregation had a farewell-testimonial dinner on Sunday, -
Aprit 20th following his farewell service and sermon that morning.
He and Mrs. Bohimann moved to Springfield, Missou, where he
assisted the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church until returning to
the Chicago areain1974.Hewasactivein the area, preaching often,
until his death on May 15,1975. His funeral service vas
neld at Grace on Saturdsy, May 17, 1973.

August 31, 1969. Needing a parsonage,

$36,250. An addition and remodeling wa
costof S11,000.

gtudents at the Concordéia

Roburt &.Eh) ded i -
Auguﬁ%ﬂl.?9;9'Augg§3f,J98? and amence in 1972 ?3 ta

InJuly of 1969 the Rev. Robert B. Ehlers of Our Redeemer, Sheboy-
| gan, Wisconsin was called and was installed as pastor of Grace on

the house adjoining the

property at 4113 Wolf Road (at 4121 Wolf) was purchased for

s completed in1974 at a

The following year the house at 4113 Wolf
. was demolished so that a parking lot
could be extended to cover that area.
In order to give financial aid to

Seminaries

and College at River Forest, a Memorial
Ycholarship Fund was sstablighed. 1n
1971 a new Constitution was adopted

allow women

| voters and officers (except the Office

of Elder). The underfloor heating

was replaced with baseboard heating in
1969 and the Sanctuary was refurbished
for celebration of the 50th Anniversary.

The 25th anniversary of Pastor Ehlers’ ord

ination and the 25th wed-

ding anniversary of Pastor and Mrs. Ehlers were celebrated by the
congregation with a special service on June 11,1972 followed by a
dinner. The Rev. Norbert Meyer preached the sertmon at the service.




The 50th Anniversary special
aservice celebration was held
November 17, 1975 with guest
speaker Dr. Ralph Bohlmann.

A Thankoffering of $5000 was
collected for a chapel building
in India where Rev. Herman Oftten
was missionary pastor. (Rev.
Otten was a classmate of Pastor
Enlers and later spoke to the
congregation when he returned
from India). In addition to
this Thankoffering, monies were
colleched to set up the Grace
Benevolent Fund for emergency
aid to members.

.

In 1979 all the stained glass windows were covered with
Lexan to prevent outside damage. 1981 the hymnals were
replaced: 1982 wooden crosses were placed on the face of the
pulpit znd ledtern in memory of Arthur Winkselman; 1985 an
individual communion set memorial by Norma Kramer and office
equipment and Parish Hall tables in memory of Ann Nemec

were recelved.

After 20 years of service 1o Grace
including special training in
marriage counseling, instruciing
teachers for the Bethel Bible series
and working on committees for adult
education and gtewardship, Pastor
Fhlers gave his farewell sermon
August 27, 1989. A dinner was held
at Katherine Legge Lodge bto honor
nig retirement and move to Michigan.

Pastor John Carrier, Associate Pastor
=t [mmanuel, Downers Grove, was called
and installed on April 8, 1989. The ‘ N
Youth Group was revitalized during hig Sein S, Carrier

ministry. Aori\ 8, 1990 - My 19,1996




Onn November 18, 1990 the church celebrated its 65th Anniversary
with the Rev. Victor Bohlmann (a son of the Rev. Arthur Bohlmann
and who was ordained into the ministry at Grace by his father
June 25, 1961) as guest speaker. A reception was held in the
Parish Hall following the service.

During that year the Environmental Protection Agency required
the church to remove an old underground fuel-o0il tank violating
new environmental regulations. The old tank had been used to
fire up the furnace before it was possible to get electric heat.
The only problem was the dent put into the church budget.

Memorials were received in 1991 from the families of Eleanor
and Dee Rath and Clara Novak. A Baldwin Electronic Pliano was
purchased in memory of Carlyle Abel, our organist and cholr
director for many years. 1992 Carl and Ruth Heinecke donated
the Eternal Light above the Lectérn. May 7,1995 a set of
Handbells were dedicated in memory of Raymond Haas. During
this period special Tunds were received in memory of Mildred
Kaspar, Wilbert Mueller, Edna Johnson, and a pair cf handcarved
wooden angels placed on theibalcony.

On May 1996 Pastor-Carrier geve his farewell sermon and left to
accept a call to First Immanuel, Chicago. A luncheon was held
in the Parish Hall after that service.

Rev. Sidney Frazen, recently retired
and a new member of Grace graciously
aserved as Inbterim Pastor from June.l,
to August 17, 1997. A large inviting
plague -WELCCOME GOD LOVES YCU - was
placed above the entrance doors to the
nave of the church, a gift from the

Frazens.

New Altar Paraments with matching Stoles
were ordered in memory of Elsie Stelffen
and also a new Compubter System installed .
in the church office., A Funeral Pall in
memory of Robert and Elsie Steffen was
placed in service in 1997.

Sidnay J. Frazen
June 1996 Lrkerim Auqust I7, /997




A legacy from the estate of
Frances Steffey allowed the
installation of air-conditioning
to the church and hall. Funds
were also used for new hymnals
and a new kitchen stove.

A call was issued to Rev. Mark Lundgren
of Bethel ILutheran, Chicago. The
Installation Service was held at 4 pm
August 17, 1997 with guest preacher
Rev. Richard Howard, who had presided
at the Lundgren's wedding a year before.§
A reception was held in the Parish Hall

after the service.

Backs, A bundaren
Pugust 17, 1997 .

After Pastor Lundgren arrived, the congregation re-formed its Evangelism }
Committee and surveyed its membership to see what events and activities would be of ‘
interest to them. An annual spaghetti supper, open to the community, was begun with
over 300 people taking part each of the last 3 years. Other activities that came out of this
survey were a weekly craft night, a monthly game night, the reforming of the Youth i
Group, and various congregational outings to basebalt games and museum exhibitions. it
Over 30 people joined the congregation during this time. Worship attendance has i
increased 10% each year, and Adult Bible Class participation has doubled on Sunday
mornings. The Vacation Bible School program was also re-started after several years

_ without one. The church’s budget has increased with all these changes, and the giving
has risen to meet the need.

(lass Reunion on June 18, 2000 at a 9am Fastival Service .
witn the Rev. Bill Ameiss, President of the Northern I11inois |
District of the Lutheran Church as guest gspeaker. Following
worship a brunch was held at Drury Tane with 91 confirmands

and guests in attendance.

The 75th Anniversary Year of Grace began with a Confirmation '\I
\
\




?he second festival event is our Celebration Banquet on the
+3%h of November at 5pm at the Chantifly Banguet Hall, La Grange

with the Walther ILutheran High School Chrisgtian Ministrals
vocal music.

' The 75th Anniversary Worship Service is November 5, 2000 at

. Cam with President Emeritus of the Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod, Reverend Doctor Ralph Bohlmann as guest preacher. A
“ellowship hour will follow in the Parish Hall.

The congregation has set a Thankoffering goal of $10,000 for
Walther Lutheran High School, Melrose Park IL aand $5,000 for
Soncordia Seminary, St. Louis MO.

As we celebrate our Anniversary this November, we look forward to welcoming
still more new members later in the month, as well as publishing a new church brochure
and directing more efforts toward outreach. We are truly Growing Through Grace.

S0LI DEO GIORIA !




Our 75th Anniversary Banner is based on Jesus'
words in the first part of John, Chapter 15 verse 5
where He states: "l am the vine, you are the
hranches. He who abides in me and I in him will bear
much fruit, for apart from me, you can do nothing."

It seems appropriate to symholize our Grace
Congregation as the green vine firmly rooted in
God's love — a love that gave His only Son to be our
Savior. White is the color used to signify God"s
holiness and purity.

The cross of red reminds us of that sacrifice — the
blood that Jesus shed on the cross for our redemption.

As we experience God's grace, we are to continue

to grow in our faith and love as we reach out to athers.
The green color of growth and renewal along with the
heart-shaped leaves and purple fruit-of-the-vine portray
our Growing Through God's Grace.

These symbols are placed on & blue background,

the color of heavenly love and truth. The anniversary
numerals are golden-yellow to indicate the value or
worth that we, the family at Grace, experience through
the years as we grow in joyous and loving fellowship
with God.

Soli Dec Gloria!
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