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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen. Thismorningwe meditate upon the Transfiguration of our Lord,
especially Peter’s words, “Master, it is good that we are here.”

It’s good that we are here. Location means something,doesn’tit? It means
somethingthat you all come here to hearthe Word,and don’t watchit onyour TV. It
means somethingto go to the grocerystore and not get it delivered. It means
somethingto go to a restaurantratherthaneatin. Andalong with location meaning
something,so does presence. Beingin the same location as another. Ifound that with
my dad when | was with him those days. It meantsomethingto be there. You know,
we didn’t have greatin depth conversation. His speech aphasia frustrated him to the
point that he would try to speak, the thoughts werein his head, but they wouldn’t
come out. Themore complexthe topic, the more frustrated he would get. Between
thatand the fact that he slept a good portion of the time, we didn’t talk a great deal.
But it meantsomethingto be there. There were a number of days when | would be
leaving him to go be with Jessica and the kids after a lengthy stay, and | still wanted to
remainin his presence.

Presence means something. As Peter is there in the presence of Jesus on that
mountain, he knows this means something. Now, as | say that, it's sortof obvious, |
know, but think aboutit. We so often considerthat God is everywhere, and yet here
Peter wanted to set up these tents there. Why?

Well you haveto understand thatin the Old Testament, the promise of God’s
presencein a location was a really big deal. In fact, lookat how that goes. Wheredo
they worshipin the Old Testament? Theyworship at the temple. Why? Becausethat’s
wherethe Arkis. Andwhy is that important? Wellon the one hand, the Ark s the
mercy seat. It’s the place where the High Priest comes and he brings the sacrifice on
Yom Kippur. And as He does that He brings forgiveness of sins from the Lord to the
people of Israel. How? Because God’s Word promisedit. Butthink alsoaboutthe Ark.
Do you rememberin the Exodus how God very specifically described to them how to
constructthe Ark, how to constructthe Tabernacle which housed the Ark, and the
whole Tent of Meeting, etc.? Do youremember whathappenedonce they constructed



the Ark and the Tabernacle? They got the whole thing together, then they’re ready to
offer sacrifices accordingto God’s Word —of course you see we don’t get to make up
how we come to God, how we get forgiveness, it’s always by His promise —butthey’ve
got it all set up, and whathappens? Doyouremember? They'rethere at the
Tabernacle, Moses and Israel, then the Glory of God filled it. The Cloud that had shown
God’s presence wentover the Tabernacle, it covered it and the Glory filled that place
wherethe Ark was. So notonly wasthe Ark there, but there was God. Do you see the
beauty of the Tabernacle then? The beauty of the Ark?

Do you wantto know whereto come to God so that you can have forgiveness?
Do you wantto know whereto meet God where you can know that He’ll make you holy
like Him, and His holiness won’t consume you—oraccordingto Indiana Jones, melt
your face? Wheredo you meet Him? In the Old Testament, it’s at that Ark. Presenceis
important. Locationis important.

And that’s where we find Peter in this reading. He’s thinkingthat here on this
mountainis where Jesus is bringingthe Kingdom of God. Here on this Holy Mountain,
as he callsitin his second letter, hereis whereJesusis going to manifestthat presence
of God for eternity. It's good for Peter to be here, right? It's good for him to be able to
see this. It's good for him to experience the light of the holiness of God. And wouldn’t
it be good if others couldtoo? Wouldn’tit make sense, after all?

Here they could just move the shop from the Templein Jerusalem to this
mountain. And wouldn’tit be great? | mean after all, you wouldn’tjust have this Jesus,
this manwho is God in the flesh, no you get the added bonus of Moses and Elijah, the
Law and the Prophets! The presence, the location doesn’t get any better than that
doesit?

But what’sthe issue? Certainly there are a few, but the big issueis that this
mountainisn’tthe right one for the Kingdom. Why? Ultimately the crossis, right? But,
Peter doesn’tget what hasto happen. Poor Peter, he’s always struggling with this. We
hear him when he gets it right, when he calls Jesus the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
But whathappensrightafter that? He messesitright up, doesn’t he? Then he tells
Jesus that the Lord will sufferand die over his, over Peter’s dead body, right? Then
there’s the denial. It’'s all comingto a head, Jesusis movingto the fulfillmentof what
He’s there to do, and Peter can’t handleit. He deniesthe Lord threetimes. No Peter
can’t get it right.



But neither can we, can we? | always say how much | remember getting
frustrated with Peter when | wasyoung. And not just Peter, all the disciples. Why
didn’t the get it? Why didn’tthe understandJesus? His words were so clear, they were
supposed be humble, they weren’tsupposed to think of themselves as greater than the
other. They weren’t supposed to be afraid of Jesus’ arrest, his beating, his death. They
weren’t supposedto balkat any of it. WhenJesus didn’t bringin this eschatological
kingdom they were thinking He would, they were supposed to get it. Why didn’tthey
getit?

Now | understand. Wethinkin these sinfulterms, and we get more practiced at it
as we get old. Whyshould we love our enemies? Whyshould we forgive those who
hurtus? Whyshould we suffer when we can have comfortand enjoyment? Why
shouldn’twe build the tents on the holy mountain of the Transfiguration? Jesusis
there as God, Moses is there, Elijahis there. “Let us make three tents, one for you and
one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

Oh,we’reso close. Yetwe’re so far. Peter was right there, but He was so far.
And so God showed Him, there He was. There was the cloud. Just like the cloud had
come over the tabernacle and the glory filled that place, the cloud came over that
mountain. The glory had shown now to be in Jesusand not the Ark, but this wasn’t the
end. Now, now it was the call to listen to this beloved Son of God. “Peter this is My
Son, whom | love, listen to Him.”

And Peter should have. He should have listened to the conversationaboutthe
departure Jesus was having with Moses and Elijah. You see that departure, that was
Jesus’ exodusinthe Greek. Justlike Moses had an exodus out of Egypt, Jesus was on
the path for his exodus. Hisexodusto the cross. That’s what Peter was missing. That’s
what we miss. When the world and all its manure fallsdown on us, that’s whatwe
miss: the cross. The other mount, the mountof Calvary. That’sthe end of it. That’s
the location. Why? Becauseit’s the glory of that mountthat enables us to comeinto
God’s presence eternally. It’sin that blood shed from Jesus, in the words that He
speaks, “It is finished,” it’s in that place that the Father shows us the fullest glory of all:
the glory of the God who came into flesh to suffer.

Whatglory is that, Christians? Whatgloryis that? Your God, the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, that God is the One who has seen your suffering, He has seen all the horror
of this sin fallen world; He has seen all of the burden that comesto you in this and He



sees the cause:sin. Andin the greatest of the glory, He has taken that sin upon Himself
and carriedit. He has bledforit, died forit. And He has done this on that mountainto
becomethe new Ark, the new mercy seat for yoursin. And He has been raised to
declarethat it’s alldone. On the location of that mountain, because locationiis
important.

Yes locationis important,andso is presence. So, whereis that presence foryou,
now? We'retalking all of this 2000 years ago in Jerusalem, where is God for you now?
Well, in this Transfiguration of Jesus, in this whole Christmas and Post-Christmas season
where we’ve looked at Jesus as Emmanuel, as God with us, we haveto ask that, don’t
we? Whereis this presence now? In what location can we find Jesus?

Hopefullyyou know that. Hopefullyyou know that you find this presence where
the Wordis located. Wherethe Word is in the Holy Scriptures. Hopefully you know
that where Jesus sends His called men to proclaim that Word in your hearing, there He
is, there you hear His voice of mercy and forgiveness for you. Hopefully you know that
He met you in the glory of that water poured over you with that Word, “I baptizeyouin
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” And hopefullyyou
know that He meets you at this rail, His glory hidden under bread and wine, unlike how
it shone before Peter’s eyes. But hopefullyyou know that hereis where He is foryou,
bodyand blood for your forgiveness.

Yes Christian, location matters, presence matters. Why do we push againstthis?
Why dowe push and not seek to be here week in and week out? Why do other things
seem so much moreimportant? We know that joy, and how a part of usis drawnto it,
but how that sinner gets bored with it. We know that comfort, because this is where
the God who created us, who redeems us, who sanctifies us, where this God promises
to be. Yes, location, presence, they matter. May this God grant to us always to seek to
be where He is, where His Word tells us He will always meet us. May He grant us that,
so that we may have the joy of His eternal presence in His Kingdom forever. Amen.



